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PREFATORY  NOTE 


tion  and  allied  Wbiil.  L^C"*^"^'' "'™"k'^  its  organ isa- 

leaflets,  in  the  way  of  s^pU^f^^.^'f '''uT'"'''''^*'  ""<» 
which  led  to  the  VVar  ^7  h.  •  ""..\'"'"  ""^  ='"'■'*• 

The  pamphlet  i,  pla^^n  ^J  T't  "'""''  ""  '"^"Iv'^'l- 
the  idea  that  t  may  ^sn,^vT!%  '^  ^"r"?'^'  P"''''<=  ^^'''h 
tho.  Whom  the  ViLr  K/Csr "  .  j;  """'  '"- 

They  a.e  dearly  TlI^l'in^CT^t^ ^:Z"TT'''- 

pondence  respecting  the   European   Crisis"      Th!.   p"'"" 

{   Miscellaneous— No.  6    1914"r-l^„u  k    •'    ,   ""   ^^^P*"" 

everyone  who  has  time  tTl   V*'""'''.  "»  '"  the  hands  o( 

through  any  ^SeirprTcerxh"'  "  T^  'f  "''""■"«' 
Minister  and  of  the  For,  Lt.  The  speeches  of  the  Prime 

only  fully  i„tel|[gi'b,  in  he'^ig^t"?^,  S^  ''r'^'J^^  "'« 
.pondence.  To  the  arresting  nature  of  the  ?•  ""'"  S"'™" 
a  striking  testimony  mav  li  m     .^      j    ',  ^''''''espondcnce 

House  of'commorboTsi^RTCB^^^H  '"  *';%.'="-d'''" 
Laurier  expressed  their  Wic^l^.h  ■'"•''"'' ,^''' ^ ■'''"'' 
cause,  and  Sir  Rolirt  Bo«l^  "  )i^  ,  ^?""  "^  ''"'^'"'» 
the  White  Paper  Wwa»^„  •  '^^"'^  "'''"•  ''f*'"'-  ^''^ding 
made  a  more  wholehearted  a»""t  ?  p"verT,ment  ever 
(7-m«,  Aug.  21)  ^  ^"""P'  '°  ""^P  the  peace" 

habu'frrdigertira  U^itn*'""  *"  -''•  -  '"e 
than  150  document  "^' the  f.,1-'^'  ~"'^'"'"B  "ore 
made  to  put  togethe;  in  a  rn.H-  -"""S- "^^''^  ^"  ^"'^'"Pt  i» 
points  in  the  dTp  or^;ie"SlHen "'''''r  ?"^T'  '"*  ■"•''■■" 
of  Minister.  TheextraSTi^^rhe  V  hit"  p"olr^^'"^^''" 
by  permission  of  the  ControIL-r  ^f  u  \?  c  P^'  '"'''  8^'^™ 
A  few  simple  explanation,  ^radn  J/  ^.'"'""''y  °'"=«- 
.applied  from  other  oSlturces'      '  '"^  ''"°'^'-'™ 

fordLtrTb^^^tsSdaUetl'^^^  "."^  r"'.*^'  "'  "^'-  P^-Pl^'et 
to  the  Publish;r^'™"^y'*°'''^'"«l  on  application 

E.  T.  C. 
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WHY  THE  EMPIRE  IS  AT  WAR 

THE  CAUSES  AND  THE  ISSUES 

Ti*  Com  (ff  Strvia 

the  war  between  the  Balkan  State,  and  TuAey  md^ 
the  war  among  the  Balkan  States  them«lvM     Thf^,^ 
people  are  akin,  in  race  and  i-elieion  ^^^kTc.  f'T^ 

■Iter  tne  Kusao-Turkish  war,   n  1878-  anri  in  ions  a  ^-^ 
had  annexfv>  it     Ti,.   i  *"•."'  'o'o.  ana  in  1908  Austria 

pomt  u>  a  ".ubver^ve  n,ovement "  o^Tby  ^ISiS 
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Govrmment  "with  thr  objrct  of  detaching  ■  ,««  of  t)  e 

July  23  the  AuMrian  Gcvrmincnt  ad.lrewd  an  i.ltimnt.im 

hv  r        •     ^"T^  '""'  ^■'■"  "■'"  "  P<'f'ctly  free  hnmr 
by  Gern,any      It  wa.  admitted  by  Sir  Ed»ard  Cn-y    that 

one  na..,rally  ,yn,,«thi«.d  «i,h  many  of  the  re  „  ren,  m 
of  the  ulfmatum/  and  that  "the  murder  of  the  Ar"h  i.k* 
•nd  ««ne  of  the  eircum.tanre,  re«p.rtir.g  S<nia  Z,"  in 
the  Atiitrum  Note  aro„«.d  .jmpathy  «ith  Z  r  a  " 
Ru«.a  al«,  admitted  that  "the  demand,  were  r.^«  ud,i, 
enoiiKh  m  «,me  ca.es."  But  there  were  two  feature,  i  he 
Au.,„an  ulnmatun.  which  cau«.<l  alarm  and  rcKr.'t  to  h  ,4 
who  dcrcd  to  «.e  the  peace  of  Europe  mainlainc  L  Tt^ 
_fin.t  wa.  the  mclu,i.,n  of  a  tinu-limit.  «,  .hort  (forty-cil  t 
Kour.)  a.  to  leave  diplon.acy  little  time  to  avert  war^^  Te 
•econd  wa,  that  what  Austria  demanded  within  forty-cieht 
hour,  wa.  not  ..reply,  hut  ,1..  reply  dictated  by  a'u.    it^ 

I  had  never  U-fore  «en,"  «id  Sir  Edward  Grey,  "one 
«form!  Iln"  '"  """"'".jn'leiH.ndent  State  a  document  of 
■»  form  dable  a  character."      The  German  Foreign  Secretary 

certain  r/  hfl  '."^n"^  ^?^<—'  «'"'''->«  sUllow 
certam  of  the  Austro-IIunganan  demand.."  Sir  Edward 
G^y  advwd  Servia  to  go  to  the  furthest  po.Mble  p,^nt  „ 
meetmg  thow  demands,  and  .imilar  advicV^  wa.  gKx^  " 
her  by  france  and  Ru.»ia.  The  Serv  ian  Government  ren"ied 
withm  the  appoint«l  time,  conccling  the  greater  f^rt  of  the 
Austrian  demand,.  The  concetled  den.and,  were'^  a  v S 
SrTT*  "iT""-..  ?'  ^""^  '^P'y  "i"volved."  »2 
e^er^n  ^  '■^'  '^^  '"""'r^'  h.muliation  that  he  had 
f.y^T  ''"""5^  undergo."     Nevertheless,  Austria  re- 

(July  28).  The  part  of  the  Austrian  demand,  which  Scrvia 
fc-d  felt  uriable  to  concede  touched  her  very  existence  m 
^>  independent  State,  and  with  regard  to  the«  matte",  sh" 
offered  to  submit  them  to  the  Hague  Tribunal.  The  fact 
that  Austria  while  receiving  satisfaction  on  the  other  point, 

.usoiH^^:  •r1"'"r'  "'  "'■^'  '"""  P"'"'«  "  ""^  *''«3 
Lfn  ^L     p     ''•*'  ''^'"'''*  mtention,.    "The  real  question  " 

w^to  cr^IT'-S"  ^°'T  ^""'^•"-  "*'"  whether  Austria 
wa,  to  crush  Servia  and  to  reduce  her  to  the  status  of  a 
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The  Lar'-er  /««« Inrolted 


» 


It  had  been  rccogniso.1  from  the  fimt  that  the  raw  of 
Sorvia  cou  (I  not  ho  iiuilin.,!      tu  '  °' 

bv  Austria   fui.h. I,  ■       ^'"  "KKf^fion  u,>on  Scm« 

oy  /M„tr,a   (with   the  prrvioiis  <-on«.nt  of  Crnnanv)  wa. 
b<iiind  to  involve  other  Powcm.  urrmany;  ,vat 

F,l  Ji',''i  r*""?    9"''"""'''"    '"''    '■"'•'■•-^    protest    to   Sir 

m.nt   fxtwoen  bcrvia  and  Austria  alone";  but  evervbdC 
elw  knew  that  it  cou  d  rot  Iw  so  an.l  fh.  r-         c\eryl)<,dy 

EmmEm 

•Wt  m"^['^"^'  •""  ^---y  -""  ^  to  V  a'rBr."al,  •■ 
of  Co:mon':rMr2?'  •^'  "■■  ^"""^  ^^^-y  in  the  He":, 
.ituatr  thaP  le  mom  .nt""tL'^r"  T'"'  '■^■''•^"»  "P""  - 
between  Austria  Aun^aTIndScr^^a"!;;!""  '°  "*  '  ■" 
which  another  Great  Power  is  ,W,  in  t  '°T'"  ""'"  '" 
the  greatest  catastrophe  tha    ia,  eve^^fa  lenThe  r'  '."'*  '" 

action  of  Austria  and  Germany  in  the  cL^  of  c^    ^    ^^ 
Ambassador  himsc-lf,  an  aggressive  obrectRnl        ^T^° 
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remain  neutral."     "We  were  fuUy  conscious"  »}d   H». 


Britain's  Efforts /or  Peace 

th.^^!^'??.t"  '^^■Si^Edward  Grey,  whose  efforts  during 

P^JZ?^     i^  "^"  *^  *°"  '°'  ''™  *^^  title  of  t]^f 
Peacemaker  of  Europe,  was  e^ly  i„  the  field  with  propo^b 
or  averting  war,  and  the  British  Government  "peSstTto 
^e  very  last  moment  of  the  last  hour  in  that  great  and 
beneficent  but  unhappily  frustmted  purpose"  (Mr.  A^qui^ 
Already  on  July  20,  .saving  received  an  ii^kling  of  what 
was  on  foot.  Sir  Edw,rd  Grey  spoke  to  the  German  Amb^ 
dor  of  the  importance,  if  the  peace  of  Europe  w^^^te 
preserved,  of  Austria    keeping  her  demand  withm  reasoiLbk 
hmits.       The  suggestion  was  not  adopted.     The  German 
HunZt^r"^  "considered  it  inadvisable  that  the  Aus"^ 
Hungarian    Government   should    be   approached    by    the 
German  Government  on  the  matter"  (July  22)     The  A,„ 
tnan  ultimatum,  which  the  same  Minister  "admitted  Iha't 

'^tllZ^^^r' ""'"' ""'  ^*'"'°"  •" ""  '-^"^^ 

On  July  23,  having  heard  from  the  Austrian  Ambassador 
an  outlme  of  what  the  Austrian  note  contaSS,  Sh^Srd 
^7Z  ^f^f  yi»".l"n..  as  also  upon  the  Gerilian  Govern 
ment,  the  desirabihty  of  persuading  the  Austrian  Govern- 
ment to  extend  its  time-limit,  The  Russian  Govemmem 
took  the  same  line    The  German  Ambassador  was  insSa"t^ 

?ore^  ^  ^^  ^'^■^T'  ?'"^'^  ^"ffiestion,  but  the  d^rZ 
Foreign  S-.:retary  said  that  "there  would  be  delay  and 
difficulty  m  gettmg  time-limit  extended,"  adding,  "quUe 
fr^ly  that  the  Austro-Hungarian  Government  wish.^d  to 
"^  af'l^rr  h  "^"  -"''."'eant  to  take  military  actl^ 
Un  July  24  havmg  received  the  text  of  the  Austria. 
.Itimatum,  and  foreseeing  that  if  Austria  attacked  S 
Russia  would  mobilise.  Sir  Edwani  Grey  prop^S 


t 
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"Gernumy,  France,  Italy,  and  Grent  Britain,  who  had  not 
d^  mter^ts  in  Servia.  should  act  togetS^to  the^ke^ 
peace,  ..mulUmeously  in  Vienna  and  St.  Petereburg,"  "°„ 
the  event  of  the  reUtions  between  Austria  and  RussS 
te«,mmg  th^tening."  "It  would  be  very  deZbl^"  ht 
^Mt,?  ^;r^  Ambassador,  "to  get  Austria  not  to 
precipitate  m.htan'  action  and  so  gain  more  time.     Bu? 

^r^^nv  '°u''  '"""'""'  ^"^*™  '"  ^^^  di^^tio"  unless 
W^"  I  ""^r  '^'^  Participate  in  such  action  at 
Vienna.  France  was  favourable  to  this  plan.  So  was  Italy 
Russia  was  "quite  ready  to  stand  aside  Snd  leave  the  qu^-" 
S^vilTe'^h,'^'''  of  England.  France,  Germany  Indlt^^" 
Havmg  Uius  received  assurances  that,  if  only  Germanr 
agreed  his  plan  might  be  efficacious.  Sir  Edward  G^^^^ 
July  26  formally  uivited  the  Govcmments  of  France,  G^r 
»any  and  Italy  to  instruct  their  several  amba^d^X 
!^lh  u^""  ^°'  "^^  P^'T'"^  "f  discovering  an  "ssue 
I^tTh  R''"^"'*irP''^*'°'^-"  The  invitation  w^ 
accep  ed  by  France  and  Italy.  The  German  Foreign  Secret 
teiy  could  not  fall  in  with  the  suggestion,  desirouf  though 
ke  ^  to  co-operate  for  the  maintenance  of  peace"  (July  27) 

Oulv  2^IT'nS':i^'.':™r  ^"  ?'  ^""^  AmUador 
(July  27)  and  promised  "as  long  as  Germany  would  work  to 
keep  the  peace  I  would  keep  closely  in  touch.  I  r^^at^ 
that  after  the  Servian  reply  it  w^  at  Vi^a  that^.^ 
moderatjon  must  be  urged."  On  the  followi^day  Ouir2") 
Austria-Hungary  declared  war  on  Servia.  ' 

»  !?'?.. ^"T^n  Government  was  understood  to  have 
^wf  J"  "T'P''.  *^'  '•''^  °f  •"«''^t»"  by  the  four 
Sfe^,^     c"  A"«t"a  and  Russia,  it  was  propoLd.  "tSat 

-hir^th-      ^"^^'^  "J  ^.'^'^  ^'"•"''l  suggest  ^e  Ines  on 
which   this   principle   should    be  applied."      The   German 

Gowmraent  made  no  suggestion  of  the  kind. 

Sir  Edward  Grey's  scheme  had  temporarily  been  i. 
^^rT'  Z'^.t  '^r'""  Goveniment  had  offered  tol^L" 
■latters  with  the  Austrian  Government  direct.  This  offS 
was  declined  by  Austria  July  28). 

^  Sir  Edward  Grey  next  appealed  to  the  German  Chancellor. 
If  he  can  mduce  Austna  to  satisfy  Russia  and  to  abstain 
irom  going  so  far  as  to  come  into  collision  with  her.  we 
*all  all  join  m  deep  gratitude  to  his  EiceUeacy  for  having 
««d  the  peace  of  Eun,pe"  Ouly  29).    The  ItaUonT^'^!! 
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ment  had  simultaneously  appealed  to  Germany  in  a  like 

On  that  same  day  the  German  Government  made  certain 
llT^Tu'T^"""'"  '°  ^-^'"^  *<=  shall  com™my 

"nfamous"  8^*""'  ''^"'■^'"  """"^^''^  charactS'^ 
mlamous.  But  so  persistent  was  the  British  Government 
m  pursuit  of  peace  that  Sir  Edward  Grey  in  dcclinLT^h^ 
proposals  used  language  of  great  restraint  auly3T^^d 
aceompanird  his  refusal  by  yet  another  "mo  t  tlmcH" 
•ppcal  to  the  German  Chancellor:   "The  one  way  of  ma'n- 

fe  "ha?  theVst'  .h''"'""^  '""^<^"  ^"^'-^  -d'c  rZy 
is  that  they  should  contmue  to  work  together  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  Europe;  if  we  succeed  in  this  object,  the  ™! 
relations  of  Germany  and  England  will,  I  belike, X^^o 
&./<>  .mproved  and  strengthened.  For  that  ob  ec^  HU 
Majesty  s  Government  will  work  in  that  way  with  all  sin! 
centy  and  good-will.  And  I  will  say  this:  If  the  peace  " 
Europe  can  be  preserved,  and  the  present  crisis  safe'y^^d 
my  owr.  endeavour  w^ll  be  to  promote  some  arrange™^ 

Ts^ured  thaTnn'  ""''^   •'  "  "T^'  ^^  ^^''^  she'couU  ^ 
assured  that  no  aggressive  or  hostile  policy  would  be  our- 
sued  agamst  her  or  her  allies  by  France.  Russh   aS  our 
selves,  jointly  or  separately." 
^r„°f"  )^u-  '"'.'"^'IS  day  (July  31)  Sir  Edward  Grey  gave 

"I  fid  to  r  ""'"'l^  u""^  """^"^  ^  f  "«''<^'-  -f °rt  for  pface 
I  said  to  German  Ambassador  this  morning  that  if  Gcrrnanv 

hcte«  LTmar^'V;"'"^^'  ""*  f°™-<l  whSTaS^ 
It  Clear  that  Germany  and  Austria  were  striving  to  nreserve 

felsn^W  T?.'  ^^  ^''^-  ^"^'^  "^d  France  would^  4  ^! 
reasonable  if  they  rejected  it,  I  would  support  it  at  St 
Petersburg  and  Paris,  and  go  the  length  of  Lying  that  U 
Russia  and  France  would  not  accept  it  His  Majest^yKen. 
ment  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  consequence"' 
In  order  not  to  leave  this  promise  in  the  region  of  genera"wes 
Sir  Edward  Grey  threw  out  a  particular  suggestion  "The 
stumblmg-block  hitherto  has  been  Austrian  mistrust  of 
Servian  assurances,  and  Russian  mistrust  of  AusHaTi^ten 

Lria""'lfTerm"'  '"'  '"'"^f-^dence  and  imcTrirof 
M  ■  i  Germany  would  sound  Vienna,  Sir  Edward 
wou  d  sound  St.  Petersburg  whether  it  would  be  possibfe  for 
the  four  disinterested  Powers  to  offer  to  Austria  to  under- 
take to  see  that  she  obtained  full  satisfaction  for  her  de^ds 
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Edward  Grey     n.rv  hr.„  .        ■?  "^  i"  '^"""'^  »'■">  Sir 

or  H;f::dt^rs;:!.fsi,Sf^.?;::;;^;^  -^^-^ 

peace.  The  King  toU  ,rraDh,.H  7  r.^  attempt  to  secure 
Tsar.  Inthis.he^bgTrrt  et„.r,rt:  ttfT^'  '"  "* 
cat.on  from  the  German  Govenimem     The  ilTr"" 

vious  y  reciuesteri  tho  r„.. n-  '  '^'"^  "ad  pre- 

Russia  and Tustria   and  h^H^.''^™"'  '"  '""^'"'''  ''""'■^n 

not   move  so   lone  as  mo  Z?J  ■    ?"  ''""P'  «°"'d 

The  German  CreVmenT^nl,^ "  "'^""^''"i^'  continued." 
the  Emperor  was  d™s  to  l^lfT""^'""""  '*''"^^  ""^^ 
such  mediation  was  fru^r.^nTf^  ^"'^  complained  that 
King  George  went  on  to  savLr^'  "^""'^  "^obih-sation. 
to  miss  any  possibHitv  of  .-^ '"''u  '""*'«"'''■""»  "■'' 
which  threaL^'sTh'e  wh^^i:  w^  ,d  ^a  tVaW^^      th'^?'^ 

rupted  conversations  betwUn  the  Powe^'"°'^"'"l!.''r. '"•^^■ 
Tsar  replied  on  the  ^ame  L™''  I  woXTadrh'T'^-      ^^" 

"  tn  thil  u  ""y  Government  declarine  war  " 

In  this  solemn  hour  I  wish  "  «i!H  t !,„  t         .,   »  "'^'^• 

you  once  more  that  I  have  rinn„  =^  •  ^"^^    *°  ^"^ 

H«i.B.^  Si  ,°s™  Si™  ffh "'  '^'""»  ■""'  »»'"■'■ 
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doing,  no  less  than  what  he  did,  was  governed  by  a  desire 
for  peace.  At  an  early  stage  in  the  negotiations,  the  British 
Government  was  urged  both  by  France  and  by  Russia  to 
make  an  immediate  declaration  of  complete  solidarity  with 
them  (July  24).  The  President  of  the  French  Republic 
repeated  the  request  very  strongly  on  July  30.  Sir  Edward 
Grey  thought  that  he  was  more  likely  to  be  useful  as  peace- 
maker if  this  country  maintained  as  long  as  possible  an 
attitude  of  detachment.  Moreover,  the  Government  had 
no  desire  to  intervene  unless  the  honour  and  interests  of 
the  country  made  it  unavoidable.  At  the  same  time  intima- 
tions were  given  that  it  should  not  be  assumed  that  under 
all  conceivable  circumstances  England  would  stand  aside. 

The  official  documents  thus  show  how  unremitting  were 
the  efforts  made  by  Sir  Edward  Grey  to  maintain  the  peace 
of  Europe  and  by  whom  those  efforts  were  frustrated. 

They  show  also  how  slow  the  British  Government  was 
to  commit  Britain  to  any  share  in  the  war.  That  she  ulti- 
mately became  involved  was  due  to  causes  which  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Balkans. 


The  German  Proposal  to  England 

The  decisive  day  was  the  29th  of  July,  1914.  On  that 
day  the  German  Chancellor,  who  had  just  returned  from 
the  Emperor  at  Potsdam,  sent  for  Sir  E.  Goschen,  the  British 
Ambassador  at  Berlm,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him 
vhich  will  always  be  memorable  in  history.  The  Chancellor's 
words  revealed  that  Germany  was  preparing  to  attack 
France  through  Belgium,  and  he  proceeded  to  propose  a 
bargain  whereby  Germany  was  to  secure  the  neutrality  of 
England  in  the  impending  war.  The  terms  of  this  proposed 
bargain  were  these;— (1)  First,  England  was  to  stand  aside 
while  France  was  crushed,  on  the  understanding  that  Ger- 
many "aimed  at  no  territorial  acquisitions  at  the  expense 
of  France."  Sir  E.  Goschen  "questioned  his  Excellency 
about  the  French  Colonies,  and  he  said  that  he  was  imable 
to  give  a  similar  undertaking  in  that  respect."  England 
was,  behind  the  back  of  France,  to  be  a  consenting  party  to 
Germany's  acquisition  of  the  French  Colonies,  should  France 
be  defeated  in  the  war.  (2)  Secondly,  England,  behind  the 
hack  of  Belgium,  was  to  consent  to  Germany's  violation  of 
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the  neutrally  of  that  country-«  neutrality  which  both 
Gema^and  England  had  pledged  them«l^  brtr^J 
to  respect.    In  return  Germany  gave  a  promise  that  "wj^en 

.t!  "^"i  ^  "^r-  ^'S'^"  "tegrity  would  te  re^pect^  5 
•he  had  not  sided  against  Germanv"    ••■rt,^  'espectea  it 

tTt-^  '' °^«^- »^to  haJ^o^THun: 
must  be  placed  on  record— by  a  Power  whiehT-»  «  »k  . 
ve^  moment  announcing  its'^int^tl^"  to  vtC  it  ^ 

fo^  th.  P^.^}^y-  *^/  trains  above  described  were  to 
form  ^  basis  of  good   relations   between   England   on^ 

This  "infamous proposal "  might,  said  the  Prime  Minister 

rf^SSinr^  Bntish  Governmoit  answered  it  in  language 
J,^^?  V^  "'l  Majesty's  Government  cannot  for  a 
h^TT  ""'T''^  *^''  Chancellor's  proposal  that  they  should 
bmd  themselves  to  neutrality  on  such  Iterms.    What  he  as|« 

R^nl^    V     ^^^.  "?  '°"8  ^  Germany  does  not  take 

rS^«  S„f  f  tl  '""^  "•  P"''"^  '«  unacceptable;  for 
l^t'  *"''°"t  further  territory  in  Europe  being  ticen 
from  her,  could  be  so  crushed  as  to  lose  he7posit"on^T 
^.XT'  !f1  ^T"  «"bo"linate  to  German  poUcy 
™,W-  K  P^. '"'"  *^**'  •'  *°''W  be  a  disgrace  for  us  to 
make  this  bargain  with  Germany  at  the  exDenKTof  F™^~ 
a  disgrace  from  which  the  good  Lme  of  thTcoll  3d 
never  recover.  The  Chancellor  also  in  effect^S  us  to 
bargam  away  whatever  obligation  or  inter^t\^  have  ^ 
S^rSi-S^^t'^SG^''^  cou^noTent^ 
a^te^sugg^st'therSL^o^li^h^;^^^^^^^ 
England  and  Germany  might  be  secure!. 

fiow  Britain  became  Involved 

a-d^  RwrK-^i"'!™**;  '*'**^  ^^  German  Chancellor 
■gJy  to  the  Chancellor's  propoaal,  show  how  Brita^^ 
*.*«.  to  take  part  in  the  war  by  honour,  by  obU^t^ 
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and  by  the  intrresti  of  self-defence.  The  case  falU  under 
two  heads — France  and  Belgium,  with  which  we  will  deal 
in  turn.  In  the  case  of  our  relation  to  France,  there  was 
the  call  of  honour  and  self-interest,  but  no  direct  obligation; 
in  that  of  our  relation  to  Belgium,  honour,  obligation  and 
self-defence  all  combined. 


Tht  Cue  cj  France 

In  1904,  the  Conservative  Government  concluded  an 
Agreement  with  France,  settling  all  outstanding  questions  \x- 
twecn  her  and  this  country.  In  1907,  the  Liberal  Government 
concluded  a  similar  Agreement  with  Russia.  What  is  c.illcd 
the  "Triple  Entente  "  thus  grew  up  between  England.  France, 
and  Russia.  It  was  often  regarded  as  a  balance  against  the 
"Triple  Alliance"  (Austria,  Germany,  and  Italy).  But  so 
far  as  England  was  concerned,  it  was  a  friendly  relationship, 
not  a  formal  alliance.  Except  in  the  specific  matters  dealt 
with  by  the  two  Agreements,  England  was  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  support  either  France  or  Russia.  In  1906,  when 
Germany  was  giving  trouble  to  France  on  account  of  Morocco, 
Sir  Edward  Grey  expressed  the  personal  view  to  the  French 
Government  that  if  war  were  forced  upon  France  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Anglo-French  Agreement,  public  opinion  in 
this  country  would  favour  the  giving  of  material  as  well  as 
diplomatic  support.  In  1908,  when  the  annexation  of  Bosnia 
and  Herzegovina  by  Austria  caused  an  international  crisis 
(Russia  protesting  against  the  annexation  and  Germany  "  in 
shining  armour"  supporting  her  Austrian  ally),  Sir  Edward 
Grey  told  the  Russian  C  )vemment  that  this  being  a  Balkan 
affair,  in  which  England  htid  no  direct  interest  or  concern, 
nothing  more  than  diplomatic  support  would  be  given  by 
her.    Thus  each  case  was  left  to  be  decided  on  its  own  merits. 

What,  then,  was  the  case  as  it  existed  in  the  critical  days 
at  the  end  of  July  and  beginning  of  August?  France,  having 
no  longer  anything  to  fear  from  England,  had  concentrated 
her  Heet  in  the  Mediterranean.  Her  northern  coasts  were 
unprotected.  Sir  Edward  Grey's  opinion  was,  "that  if  a 
foreign  fleet,  engaged  in  a  war  which  France  had  not  sought 
and  in  which  she  had  not  been  the  aggressor,  came  down 
the  English  Channel  and  bombardei'.  and  battered  the  un- 
protected  coasts  of   France,"   we  could   not   honourably 
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"«t«nd  aside  and  tee  this  going  on  practical'-  within  sieht 
of  our  cye»,  with  our  arms  folded." 

British  interests  pointed  in  the  same  direction.  If 
fcngland  had  declared  her  intention  of  remaining  neutral, 
I- ranee  might  have  withdrawn  her  fleet  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean; and  as  we  do  not  now  keep  a  fleet  there  strong 
enough  to  deal  alone  with  possible  combinations,  our  trade- 
routes  and  mter-lmpcrial  communications  tJirough  that 
•ea  would  have  been  in  danger. 

Accordingly,  on  August  3,  Sir  Edward  Grey  was  author- 
ised by  the  Cabmet  to  give  an  assurance  to  France  "that 
If  the  merman  Feet  comes  into  the  Channel  or  through  the 
North  Sea  to  undertake  hostile  operations  against  French 
coasts  or  shipping,  the  British  Feet  will  give  all  the  pro- 
tection in  its  p<iwer." 

This  was  not  a  declaration  of  war,  but  a  contingent 
obligation  to  make  war.  The  further  and  final  decision 
was  caused  by  the  action  of  Cc-rmany  towards  Belgium. 

The  Case  of  Belgium 

Belgium  was  constituted  "an  independent  and  perfectly 
neutral  State"  by  treaties  of  1831-2  and  1839.  To  those 
treaties  Germany  as  well  as  Great  Britain  was  a  party 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  Franco- Prussian  V\'ar  in  1870  the 
Government  of  Mr.  Gladstone  proposed  a  treaty  to  Prussia 
and  to  France,  providing  that  if  the  armies  of  either  violated 
the  neutrality  of  Belgium,  Great  Britain  would  co-operate 
with  the  other  for  its  defence.  Both  countries  assented 
lo  this  action  "Mr.  Gladstone  then  and  always  attached 
high  importance."  "We  do  not  think  it  would  be  right," 
he  said,  "even  if  it  were  safe,  to  announce  that  we  would 
in  any  case  stand  by  with  folded  arms,  and  see  actions  done 
vhich  would  amount  to  a  total  extinction  of  public  right  in 
Europe.'  "  1  do  not  think  wecould  look  on  while  the  sacrifice 
of  frredom  and  independence  was  in  course  of  consumma- 
tion. "There  is  also  this  further  consideration,  the  force 
of  which  we  must  all  feel  most  deeply,  and  that  is  the  com- 
mon interests  against  the  unmeasured  aggrandisement  of 
any  Power  whatever." 

The  same  question  confronted   Mr.  Asquith's  Govern- 
ment m  1914,  and  they  took  the  same  view  of  it.    On  July 
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81,  Sir  Edward  Grey— in  view  of  existing  treaties,  ailced 
botli  France  and  Germany  "whether  they  were  prepared 
to  engage  to  respect  neutrality  of  Belgium  at  long  at  no 
other  Power  violates  it."  On  the  tame  day  he  "aitumed," 
in  a  communication  to  Belgium,  "that  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment will  maintain  to  the  utmost  of  her  power  her  neutrality." 
Belgium  in  reply  "expecto  and  desires  that  other  Powers 
will  observe  and  uphold  her  neutrality  which  she  intends  to 
maintain  to  the  utmost  of  her  power."  France  immediately 
gave  Sir  Edward  Grey  the  desired  assurance.  Germany 
gave  no  answer. 

On  August  3  Germany  addressed  an  ultimatum  to 
Belgium  saying  that  she  would  be  treated  as  an  enemy 
unless  she  consented  to  the  violation  of  her  territory.  Belgium 
"categorically  refused  this  as  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations,"  and  the  King  of  the  Belgians  appealed  in  tlie 
following  terms  to  King  George:  "Remembering  the  numer- 
ous proofs  of  your  Majesty's  friendship  and  that  of  your 
predecessor,  and  the  friendly  attitude  of  England  in  1870 
and  the  proof  of  friendship  you  have  just  given  us  again,  I 
make  a  supreme  appeal  to  the  diplomatic  intervention  of 
your  Majesty's  Government  to  safeguard  the  integrity  of 
Belgium." 

On  August  4  the  British  Government  addressed  an 
ultimatum  to  Germany  saying  that  unless  by  midnight  she 
gave  a  satisfactory  reply  to  the  question  asked  on  July  31, 
I' His  Majesty's  Government  feel  bound  to  take  all  steps 
in  their  power  to  uphold  the  neutrality  of  Belgium  and  the 
observance  of  a  treaty  to  which  Germany  is  as  much  a  party 
as  oureelves."  Germany  gave  no  reply  except  by  the  forcible 
violation  of  Belgian  territory,  and  Britain  accordingly 
declared  war. 


What  We  are  Fightini  For 

Thus,  by  an  instructive  coincidence,  a  crisis  which  began 
by  the  determination  of  Austria  (backed  by  Germany)  to 
apply  brute  force  against  the  independence  of  a  small  State 
in  South-eastern  Europe  came  to  a  head,  so  far  as  Britain 
is  concerned,  by  the  determination  of  Germany  (in  alliance 
with  Austria)  to  ride  rough-shod  over  the  neutrality  of  a 
small  State  in  North-western  Europe.    "Gentlemen,"  said 
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the  Gcnnan  Oianoellor  in  the  Reichitas  (Auciiit  4^    •'». 

Our  troop,  have  occupied  LuxembouiK.  aifd  perhaD.l« 

dictates  of  International  Uw.  .  .  .  Anybody  who  i/thrJ-T 
«rt^.  we  are  threatened,  and  i.  fig^S  for  hi"  hfct" 
h^rrrtS'ro'^h'"'"  °"'^  ""'  thought-hSw  he  is  tfe 
"If  I  am  asked  what  we  are  fighting  for,"  said  the  Prime 
Mmister  m  the  House  of  Commons  (Au^.t  l)/-!^ 
reply  m  two  sentences.    In  the  first  olace  to  fulfil.  Ji 

fctr^  ■r'?L"°"-»"  oStt^whirif""''.;^ 

c^«^,  nn-/  °  "^iT"  P"^"*'  P*^""  '"  »»>«  ordinal 
nn?n7  f  '''•  r"''*,'"""  '^^  ™8'"^«l  as  an  obligation 
not  only  of  law.  but  of  honour,  which  no  self-respectinrm^ 
could  possibly  have  repudiated.  1  say,  sec^d^  Je^ 
fightmg    to   vmdicate   the  principle  in  the«.   days  th» 

ana   lactor  m   the  development  of  mankind,   that  small 

gSitrbvThra^b^'"'^^l'.n''"''''^'"-°f'"*'™«'°-^^ 
K  l'  do  nnt  ^  -"^  *""  °' '' '"""« '^'1  overmastering 
rower.     1  do  not  believe  any  nation  ever  entered  into  a 

S^rev~"l^or^,^r'  ^^^  '*  °"'  ?'  ^^^  neatest  hU^or? 
Action  tl,=»v~«i.^'''*^''  «'"«:'«''"  and  stronger  con- 
viction that  It  IS  fighting,  not  for  aggression,  not  for  tL 
mamtemmce  even  of  its  own  selfish  invest,  b^t  in  defend 
of  pnnciples  the  maintenance  of  which  is  vital  to  the  ciS 
tmn  of  the  worU  and  with  the  full  conviction?  not  on  y" 
the  wisdom  and  justice,  but  of  the  obligation  which  lav 
upon  us  to  challenge  this  great  issue."  ^ 

The  Issues  at  Stake 
••(r!^l  Vu    ^"^  "°"/^''.'  ^''^  ^"  Edwaid  Grey  (August  3) 

one   greater   than    hcrself-^„«que„ces   which    I  ^o   not 
«.ticipate,  because  I  am  sure  tha?  France  ha^The  power  t' 

S.hT''  T'"  '^'  '^^  *"^  ^d  ability  and  pa^riotLm 
which  At  has  shown  so  often-still  if  that  were  tS^^l^ppT 
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•nd  if  Belgium  fill  under  the  ume  dominating  influence, 
«nd  then  Holland  and  then  Denmark,  thrn  would  not  Mr. 
Gladstone ■»  words  come  true,  that  just  oi.ooritc  to  us  there 
would  be  a  common  interest  against  the  i.r.n-.easurcd  aggran- 
disement of  any  Power? 

"It  may  1«  said,  1  suppose,  that  we  might  stand  aside, 
husljand  our  strength,  and  that,  whate%er  happtrnd  in  the 
course  of  this  war,  at  the  end  of  it  inttnine  with  effect  to 
put  things  right  and  to  adjust  them  to  our  own  point  of 
view.  If  in  a  crisis  like  this  we  ran  away  from  those  obliga- 
tions of  honour  and  interest  as  regards  the  UclKian  Tnaty, 
I  doubt  whether  w hnte\er  material  force  we  might  have  at 
the  end  it  would  U-  of  \ery  much  value  in  face  of  the  rcspc ct 
that  we  should  haxe  lost.  At  the  end  of  this  war,  whether 
we  have  st'Kid  aside  or  whether  we  have  U-en  engaged  in 
it,  I  do  not  hiliixe  for  a  moment— even  if  we  had  stood 
aside  and  remained  aside— that  we  should  be  in  a  position, 
a  material  positi(.ii,  to  use  our  force  decisively  to  undo 
what  had  happened  in  the  course  of  the  war,  to  prevent  the 
whole  of  the  west  of  Europe  opimsite  to  us,  if  that  had  been 
the  result  of  the  war,  falling  under  the  domination  of  a  single 
Power,  and  1  am  cjuite  sure  that  our  mejral  position  would 

be  such "  (The  rest  of  the  sentence  was  lost,  says  the 

limes,  in  a  loud  outburst  of  cheering.) 

The  issues  l^Ing  thus  vital  to  the  civilisation  of  the 
world,  and  to  the  freedom  and  integrity  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  the  British  Dominions,  "let  us  U-  sure,"  as  the  Prime 
Minister  said,  "that  all  the  resources,  not  only  of  this  United 
Kingdom,  but  of  the  vast  Empire  of  which  it  is  the  centre, 
shall  U-  thrown  into  the  scale."  And  lit  us  ln^ar  ourselves 
through  the  struggle  in  the  spirit  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
War  .Motto:  "With  malice  toward  none;  with  charity  for 
all;  with  lirmncss  in  the  right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the 
right— kt  us  stri\c  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in ;  to  bind 
up  this  nation's  wounds;  to  care  for  him  who  shall  have 
borne  the  battle,  and  for  hip  widow  and  orphan;  to  do  all 
which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace." 
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